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Editorial

Cover picture: Poppy, Harvey and mum Natalie with Dolly, waiting 
for the Dog Show at this year’s the Chart Fair. A terrific day out! 

A small correction: Tom Farrell OBE, who was the subject of the Chart 
Interview in the last issue, didn’t teach at Guys Hospital but at the 
London Hospital in Whitechapel. And when asked, this month, what he 
thought of the problems dentistry is currently having, he said the 
government will have to bring all dentists within the NHS, and/or pay 
significantly more for the treatment that dentists offer to NHS patients. 

By the time you read this we will have a new Prime Minister and after a 
period of some weeks,  perhaps a functioning government. 

Some said it was an outrage, and I am not referring to the above, and 
others were more sanguine. But the so-called Woodland Fairies, that 
group of mostly men but a few women who aid the National Trust in 
felling trees and clearing paths, were prevented from working during the 
heatwave.  And though that Thursday morning was warm, the top 
temperatures were not reached until the middle of the afternoon. National 
Trust staff were not grounded. Were the NT management in their air-
conditioned offices  really worried for our safety, or were their lawyers 
putting the frighteners on them in case a Fairy sued them. We shall never 
know. We just had more time to spend in  The  Carpenters.  

It is certainly an outrage to count the number of dog poohs on the paths  
through the woods near the pub, as Jeremy Saunders notes in his 
Ranger’s Report.. Horse riding the other day I counted five deposits 
ready to be stepped on by the unwary, and two plastic bags presumably 
containing deposits hanging on the trees by the side of the path. And that 
was only when my horse was walking! I know there are a great number 
of people from beyond the Chart who walk their dogs here, and they are 
most welcome, but I cannot believe that they and not Chart residents are 
always guilty. I can’t even blame the walkers who have a whole pack of 
dogs they are walking, presumably for others, although it must be 
difficult for them to watch Rover of Fido to ensure they are cleaned up 
afterwards. It is surely everyone’s responsibility who walks their dog or 
dogs anywhere where others might roam, to please clear up. 
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The sun shone … following a breezy morning, It was a glorious 
September day! The Chart Fair, held in partnership with Limpsfield 
Chart Cricket Club on their newly refurbished grounds, opened with a 

stunning presentation by the girls of 
the Surrey Dance School. The carnival 
atmosphere was reinforced, all 
afternoon, by live music from five 
local bands, including a group of 
14year olds from Oxted School. The 
Cricket Club provided a BBQ, a cash 
bar, tea, coffee and cake in the “Café” 
created outside the Pavilion. This was 
supplemented by a stall offering Hot 
doughnuts and Pimm’s, provided by 
the Carpenters… and the ice-cream 
van. As usual, the Dog Show attracted 

a large number of eager 
competitors…..owners and 
dogs! Our local MP, Claire 
Coutinho joined the team of 
judges, announcing the 
winners and cut the ribbon 
to open handing over small 
hand-made prizes. 
  
A s C h a i r m a n o f t h e 
Planning Committee, I was asked to cut the ribbon and open the 
new Family Activity Trail on the High Chart,. It was wholly funded by a 
large donation from the Chart Community Fund, collected from the 
proceeds of previous Fairs.  

The extra space provided by the cricket ground allowed us to offer more 
games and competitions, and attract new stall holders. The sunshine, the 
music, the mix of stall sand games and the huge crowd made it a “grand 
day out”! 
  
Diana Davy 
Chairman, Chart Fair Planning Committee 
  

The Chart Fair - late but GREAT
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We have had an excellent season on the field as the end of the 2022 season 
fast approaches. Our 1st XI have finished as champions the Kent County 
Village League Division Two. A win away against Locksbottom sealed the 
title with two games to spare. It means a return to Division One, testing 
ourselves against the elite of Kent village cricket clubs in 2023 for the first 
time in fifteen plus years. Huge congratulations to Asif Ali and his team. 
The 2nd XI, after a disappointing start to the season, returned to winning 
ways, and with two games to spare they avoided relegation to maintain 
their place in Division Four. This is a real achievement: our 2nd XI is one  
of only three 2nd XIs playing in the higher divisions of the Kent County 
Village League. Well done to Jason Cummings and his team. The Sunday 
XI have also had an excellent season with a continuing focus on being the 
pathway into adult cricket for our junior cricketers. Having won two 
games in 2020, four games in 2021, they have already won eleven games 
in 2022.  Mark McCaffery deserves a huge amount of credit. Our junior 
cricketers have also had an excellent season in their own age groups with 
both the u14 and u9s finishing in mid-table. However, our u11s secured 
the bragging rights, winning their league on the last game of the season! 

We are already planning ahead to the 2023 season. We will be starting a 
fourth junior team, an under 8s (school year 3) in 2023. Both boys and 
girls are welcome to sign up. We also have a small number of spaces 
available in what will be our u15s, u12s and u10s squads in 2023. All age 
groups run a winter training programme in February – March at 
Hazelwood School and a summer training programme including friendly 
and competitive matches. Finally, we also plan to run an eight week ‘All 
Stars Cricket’ summer programme for boys and girls aged 5-8 designed to 
give a fun introduction to cricket for youngsters. Please get in touch 
richardhilson@hotmail.co.uk if you are interested.  We are always looking 
for new playing members, social members or people interested in 
officiating to join our welcoming club. It is never too early to express an 
interest in playing cricket. Winter nets starting in February. So don’t 
hesitate to get in touch – all ages and abilities welcome! 

Finally, a big thank you to our sponsors, Robert Leech Estate Agents, The 
Investment Boutique and LAH Property Marketing. Without your 
generous off-the-field support we simply couldn’t offer the opportunities 
we do to local children. 

Pete O’Rourke, Chairman. limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com

Cricket triumphs, despite the brown pitch!

mailto:richardhilson@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com
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alex jones 
funeral directors &  
monumental masons 

Renowned Caring Service 
Offering Day & Night Attention 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS 
BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONRY 

Oxted 01883 730383 
92 STATION ROAD EAST, OXTED, RH8 0QA 

 

Lingfield 01342 832534 
1 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, RH7 6EP  

Edenbridge 01732 860047 
29-31 HIGH STREET, EDENBRIDGE, TN8 5AD 

Forest Row 01342 822399 
1 ASHDOWN COURT, LEWES ROAD, FOREST ROW, RH18 5EZ 

 
 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
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The results of the  One World Open Gardens at the end of May were just 
too late to be included in our last edition, but the event was another 
spectacular success for the local charity. Five gardens were open to the 
public, and the weather held off  except for a very light shower. 

I never cease to  admire the work which the garden owners put in before 
this annual event, with lawns trimmed, not a weed in sight and everything 
blooming in magnificent colour.  The garden showings were  
masterminded by Paul Belok, who did a fantastic job organising everyone 
to be at the right place at the right time. The five gardens were all very 
different, and they included the allotments along the A25, which had a 
great variety of vegetables as well. And there are an enormous number of 
helpers who contribute to the Open Gardens every year, those who 
organised teas at two of the gardens, manned gates, sold plants and 
transported  transported garden furniture. 

This year the gardens, the teas and the sale of plants made nearly £6,000, 
which is a terrific response from the visitors and a just reward for the   

Another Open Gardens success
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hard work by all the garden owners for the work put in. The money, as 
always, will go to projects around the. world world which the charity has 
had particular notice of, and we know that that money goes directly to 
the project, with nothing taken off for administration.  

The Oxted One World Group is a local charity, founded in 1983.  It is 
organised by volunteers, and its small overheads are covered by 
subscriptions from nearly 400 members.  It raises around £40,000 a year 
for overseas aid projects and is well supported by local churches and 
schools.  Donations to the Oxted One World Group may be made online 
via JustGiving.  The Group has also registered for Amazon Smile.and 
receives 0.5% of any purchases you make if you have put down ‘Oxted 
One World’ as your preferred charity. 

David Wickham. 

  
Looking for a new 

challenge? 
Our well-established 
local orchard needs a 

new Chair  
and leadership team 

with fresh ideas. 
Could this be you? 

Please say ‘yes’! 
Contact me  

Helen Ellson 
on 

YOUR ORCHARD NEEDS YOU

helenellson205@btinternet.com




YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY ORCHARD NEEDS YOU! 

Looking for a new challenge? 

This well-established local orchard needs a new Chair 
and leadership team with fresh ideas. 

Could this be you? Please say ‘yes’! 

Help ensure the orchard’s continued success 

Become a core member of our team 

Enjoy the great outdoors 

Celebrate the harvest & Wassail 

No specialist knowledge required 

Just good organisational skills, enthusiasm  

& an interest in fruit trees! 

Contact:  Helen Ellson  helenellson205@btinternet.com 
  Lorna Ball   orclimp@gmail.com 

mailto:helenellson205@btinternet.com
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 
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Art 
on the  
Chart

Water colourist Naomi Hall displayed nearly one hundred of her wonderful 
pictures in St. Andrew’s Hall in August, and sold a great number with 20% of 
the money raised going to the church.  There was a tremendous selection on 
view for the huge number of people who visited on the Saturday and the 
Sunday. Lots of bird and animal pictures, and local scenes and portraits of 
people including the famous. Husband Colin makes prints of some of the 
pictures, which were also available for sale, as were a variety of cards . 
Prices ranged from £40 to £200 for originals, £20 for prints and £5 for the 
cards.  ‘I’d like to thank everyone who came,’ says Naomi.  ‘ St Andrew’s is 
nearly a thousand pounds better off and I hope that the buyers enjoy framing 
their paintings their own way.’  Art on the Chart has a certain ring to it and I 
hope we can look forward to other aspiring artists, sculptors, cabinet maker 
or craftsmen of whatever sort following in Naomi’s footsteps. 

David Wickham 
Naomi Hall at work, and one of her pictures on sale
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 Maps of the walk (in 
green) and the cycle way 
(in orange) are both on 
information boards, one 
near the Carpenters at 
Limpsfield Chart, and one 
in Limpsfield Village 
where the old phone box 
was removed, not far from 
the A25 traffic lights.  The 
maps and instructions can 
be downloaded from the 
Limpsfield Parish Council 
website and there is also 
further information about 
the routes and the area. 
There are QR codes on the 
maps and the four history 
boards. Both routes are 
fully waymarked.  

The cycle way (LC) is a 
there and back route from the Bull to the Carpenters and provides a route 
along bridleways and quiet roads, suitable for community use and for young 
riders. Both pubs will have cycle stands, and repair equipment if needed. 
 
The Limpsfield Way (in green) is under 4.5 miles with no stiles. It is 
waymarked (LW) and includes beautiful greensand woodland, open 
countryside, lovely views and interesting features shown on the information 
boards you’ll find along the way. There are two ‘easy access’ routes for 
wheelchair users and families with buggies – from Hookwood Park up to 
Grub Street and also from New Road National Trust carpark into the 
family-friendly rest and play area. 

A comment from a walker:  
‘Just thought I'd let you know how much we enjoyed walking the Limpsfield 
Way.  We had lunch in the Carpenters before walking back.  Even in the heat 
of the day there was plenty of shade and it was very clearly marked out. I 
often walk up to the Carpenters and this route, although longer, is a much 
more pleasant route than my normal one’.
 

Walk & Cycle Ways now complete
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Do let us know if you have enjoyed the walk or the cycle route – or if you 
anything you think we should improve; email the at clerk@limpsfield.org or 
try our website:  www.limpsfield.org 

Ann Osborn

Muses on the Chart – save the date! 
Do you know how many talented writers and musicians were residents or 
visitors to the Chart in bygone years? Famous organist and composer Alan 
Wilson was so inspired by a recent visit that he, with guests, will give a 
concert in St Andrew’s Church at 7pm on Saturday 12th November. 
Don’t miss this colourful mix of ‘local’ music on organ, piano and strings 
alongside spoken poetry and prose. Look out for booking and programme 
details on local publicity and our facebook page: St Andrews Church 
Limpsfield Chart. 
  
Mary McGregor  

So Much More Than Hexagons 
On 17th October 2022 the Tandridge Handicraft Society is hosting a talk 
with examples, on patchwork. “So Much More Than Hexagons” will be 
presented by Nancy Adamek of LinaPatchwork.com. Doors open 1:30, talk 
starts at 2pm. Visitors are welcome, £5 entry including tea and biscuits. The 
Society meet every Monday at the Woodhouse Centre, Hoskins Road car 
park, opposite Tandridge Leisure Centre, Oxted RH8 9HT (postcode for 
SatNav RH8 9JQ). Come and join us, we are always keen to welcome new 
members with similar interests. Further details on our website 
www.tandridgehandicraftsociety.org.uk or contact Jenny Beal on 01883 
620730

http://linapatchwork.com/
http://www.tandridgehandicraftsociety.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@limpsfield.org
http://www.limpsfield.org
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Our innovative approach to teaching helps create a love for learning.  
This empowers students with an inner belief to help every child  

fulfil their utmost potential.

Believe. Brave. Bold.
Instilling inner strength to create brave,  

young students for the future.

Our latest ISI Inspection 

Report rated the school 

as EXCELLENT in all 

aspects of teaching.

An independent Nursery and Prep School for girls and boys aged 9 months – 13 years

Book a private tour to find out more
www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
Wolf’s Hill, Surrey, RH8 0QU. 01883 733841

220511_Hazelwood_Chart News A5 ad_AW2.indd   1220511_Hazelwood_Chart News A5 ad_AW2.indd   1 20/05/2022   17:1120/05/2022   17:11
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Obituary: Christine Lawrence : 1945-2022

Christine’s parents were both part of the London Fire Brigade and 
lived in south London, but Christine was born in Ashridge 
Hertfordshire as during the Second World War the Charing Cross 
Hospital had opened its maternity unit there.  Originally living in 
Balham, she moved with her parents and younger brother in 1949 to 
Streatham where she attended Sunnyhill Primary School.  It was here 
that she first showed some theatrical talent, following in the steps of 
her mother, when in 1954 she appeared in The York Mystery Plays at 
school.
 
When Christine left school in 1964, she went to work at the Bank of 
England in central London.  While at ‘the Bank’ she joined the Crown 
Drama Group which also gave some performances overseas, for 
example performing The Rivals in Austria during 1967.
 
Christine left the family home and soon purchased a maisonette in 
South Croydon.  It was while she lived here that she met John 
Lawrence.  This came about as he too was involved in amateur 
dramatics.
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John and Christine married in June 1974 at Hayes Free Church, Kent.  
They moved to Red Lane, Oxted in 1975 and then to Post Office Row, 
Limpsfield Chart in 1981.  They had been happily married for 43 years 
when John died in September 2017.  They travelled all over the world 
including New Zealand, Africa and Seattle, but trips to Stratford on Avon 
to see Shakespeare brought just as much joy. 
 
Christine and John did not have any children together but they were 
prolific godparents!   Godchildren were treated to trips to Limpsfield 
Common to search for Pooh, Piglet and Eeyore in the woods.  A rogues’ 
gallery of the godchildren was displayed in the living room.
 
The garden at Post Office Row was regularly opened to the public.  
Christine’s domain was the flower beds and John’s was the fruit and 
vegetable patches.  The acer was her pride and joy.  
 
While in Limpsfield Chart she and John were heavily involved in the 
Oxted Link organisation.  They started volunteering in 1976 and Christine 
reckoned that she held every post in the organisation, including that of 
Chairman, as well as the Chairman of a financial trust that supported the 
aims of Link.  In July 2006 she was invited to a Buckingham Palace Tea 
Party as a representative of Link recognising the work done in the 
community by the Link volunteers.  In 2021, Christine was unanimously 
elected as Honorary Life Vice President of Link

Christine was a treasured member of the community.  She was missed last 
year by several of the traders who used to bargain with her on the bric-a-
brac stall at St Andrew’s.  She helped with the Chart Ladies’ Dinner, the St 
Andrew's bridge drive, August teas and so many other events.
         
When Christine became increasingly unwell, she became frustrated that 
she couldn’t help others as she once had.  She was a giver and accepting 
support was a real challenge.   She gave us all so much and will be missed 
by so many.
 
Jen Cave-Ayland and Ian Harry
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Rangers Report 
We have had a very busy and hot summer! We returned to Yalden 
Spring to complete the dead hedging around the spring and whilst not 
keeping every dog out you can already see a huge improvement in the 
habitat there, and an increase in vegetation around the edge. We will 
be returning in September to clear the channels and remove debris. the  
We will also be removing some of the Silver Birch near the fire break, 
to let more light into the area.  

A return to Little Heath was our next project. A huge amount of 
bracken was removed, and there are some fantastic patches of heather 
there, I hope you managed to see the beautiful pinks & purples of the 
heather in flower. As with our other heathland sites, bracken is a huge 
problem, but in cutting at selected times we will be weakening the 
root stock, and I’m hoping next year to be able to treat certain areas 
with bracken specific herbicides. Moorhouse Bank is another area 
with patches of heather choked by bracken. However, once cleared it 
was very encouraging to see the amount of heather there including 
young heather coming up on a scraped area. 

We spent two weeks clearing paths around New Road, Brick Kiln 
Lane & Happy Valley and the area around the new children’s play 
area. The footpath from the car park down to the play area has been 
surfaced, making the route easier to access with pushchairs, buggies 
and wheelchairs. We have also increased the size of the High Chart car 
park. This is the busiest area for walkers, and we want to discourage 
people parking along the verge.  The new Family Activity Trail which 
starts at the High Chart car park will be officially opened at the Chart 
Fair, and the volunteers worked very hard installing the new way 
marker posts. We’ve also resurfaced the path in areas along the Easy 
Access trail, which will mean easier access for lots of users 
throughout the year. Whilst discussing paths, a special request for all 
dog owners to pick up their poo please. High Chart, Moorhouse and 
New Road are particularly bad!  

From the beginning of September we will be returning to woodland 
management and will be continuing with the thinning out of the holly 
in Happy Valley & over the winter we’ll also be working at West 
Heath and Ridlands. Hoping to see some of you at the Chart Fair & 
the Friends of Limpsfield Common Annual Public Meeting on 17 
September. 

Jeremy Saunders 
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Travels in a less troubled world 
In August 1955, when the time came for me to pack my bags and leave 
Malaya for a few months holiday in a temperate climate, the idea of a voyage 
by sea did not appeal.  My destination was Europe, but I was in no particular 
hurry. Following a visit to the travel agency I arranged for only a few extra 
dollars a ticket from Kuala Lumpur to London breaking my journey at 
Bangkok, Delhi, Srinagar, Karachi, Beirut, Istanbul, Rome and Barcelona. 
The journey took me three weeks and I travelled with eight different airlines 
and five different types of aircraft.

Brian Longley’s widow Pam was very moved that the Task Force and the 
Friends of Limpsfield Chart  had  decided to build a bench in memory of 
Brian. The bench and the table in front of it had just been completed by 
members of the Task Force.  Pam, her son and daughter, her son-in-law and all 
three children gathered at the bench outside The Carpenters to honour Brian 
with a glass of his own wonderful white wine, which Brian had grown and 
lovingly tendered  for years. Brian, who died earlier this year was  a long term 
member of the so called Woodland fairies, and is much missed by everyone. 

By chance, a few months ago, we discovered an article written by a much 
younger Brian. It was squeezed out of the last edition, but it is well worth 
ready now. Here it is, below. 

David Wickham. 

Brian’s Bench



19

T:   01883 712 375 
E:   oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W:  jackson-stops.co.uk

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today

People Property  Places

A winning match
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PENTLAND PROPERTIES 
All building works, including: 

Extensions 
Refurbishment 

Oraganeries 

Loft Conversions 
Landscaping 

References from satisfied customers available 
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX 

01883 819 617/07958590 426 
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Kashmir was undoubtedly the highlight of my trip.  It was a glorious, sunny 
afternoon when the BOAC Argonaut, westward-bound from Rangoon, touched 
down at Palam airport on the outskirts of Delhi.  I spent a day in Delhi acquiring 
an entry permit for Kashmir. Next day the Dakota plane left Willingdon airport 
at 8am and landed at Amritsar an hour later. After a brief halt to pick up 
passengers, the flight resumed but twenty minutes later the plane collided with a 
Kite (Hawk). The impact caused the plane to rock violently and the pilot decided 
it prudent to return to Amritsar. Inspection of the damage revealed a dent about a 
foot deep when the fire struck the leading edge of the wing. A relief plane from 
Delhi was summoned and, to keep the passengers amused, a sight-seeing tour of 
the famous Golden Temple - the focal point of the Sikh religion - was arranged  
This magnificent edifice is built on an artificial lake and visitors are required to 
remove both shoes and socks and cover their heads, for which purpose a knotted 
handkerchief was quite acceptable. The relief plane from Delhi arrived in the 
afternoon and we finally reached Srinagar in the evening. Ghulum Mohammed, 
to whom I entrusted all arrangements for my visit to Kashmir, was at the airport 
and within an hour I was settled on a houseboat floating on the Dahl Lake, with 
my feet up and enjoying a cold Indian beer.    The next few days were spent fly 
fishing for Rainbow Trout in the Bronghi valley about 56 miles north of 
Srinagar.  During this period I lived in a little wooden hut which rejoiced in the 
name of the Shatru Rest House.  The accommodation was very sparse and the 
cook, who was from Srinagar, was first rate and we had some excellent meals 
featuring trout cooked in many different ways.
 
After this trip the return to Srinagar and the luxury of life of the houseboat was 
most welcome. The following day Ghulam Mohammad arranged some leisurely 
sightseeing, cruising the Dhal Lake in Shikhara - a most ornate craft liberally 
upholstered and complete with sun canopy. The craft was propelled by three 
oarsmen and during the course of the morning I visited both the Nishat and 
Shalimar gardens. 
 
And so my visit to Kashmir came to a close. On the return journey across the 
lake our route took us through a floating jungle of lotus lilies. The enormous 
rhubarb-like plants with their exotic blooms towered above the Shikhara on 
either side of a narrow channel cut through the tangle of vegetation. The lotus 
fruit, according to ancient belief, induces a pleasant feeling of languor and 
forgetfulness and although I did not partake of the fruit I certainly experienced 
that fabled sensation when from the plane, that same evening, I had my last 
glance of that beautiful country as the mountains disappeared behind the 
towering peaks of the Bannihal Pass which forms the border between Kashmir 
and India.
 
Brian Longley       
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Does the colour suit me?Our turkey chicks arrived, one day old, on July 11th.  They spend the first 
few weeks in a brooder shed to keep them at the right temperature and 
will then move to spacious open pole barns where they are fed on turkey 
food fortified with vitamins and minerals with extra home grown oats 
mixed in. The chicks are slow maturing to give them a good quality of 
life, superior flavour and a high meat yield. Turkeys for Christmas or 
Thanksgiving can be ordered  from the Memorial Stores in Limpsfield as 
usual, or direct from  me at any time on the number below. 

Stockenden Farm is a mixed farm with both arable and livestock, and 
summer is generally the busiest time with long days. The day begins with 
feeding and checking the animals - sheep, chickens and turkeys and then 
focuses on cutting, turning and baling hay, harvesting the crops and 
baling straw. This extraordinarily hot weather has been a bonus for hay 
and straw making and it’s satisfying to see the bales filling the barns up.  

I can recall several years on Stockenden Farm when haymaking didn’t 
even begun in July, due to erratic weather. That only reflects the 
unpredictability of farming as well as how climate change is impacting 
every walk of life. It’s great that this year we have been able to finish 
haymaking before starting harvest. 

So far this summer, the winter barley has been harvested and the grain 
has been collected by Weald Granary, which is a farming cooperative that 
Stockenden has been part of for over 20 years.  Last weekend, just under 
40 acres of winter wheat was harvested with a good yield along with a 
couple of thousand bales of straw. 

Stockenden Diary
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 
(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20, Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey, RH8 8RF 

01293 278326 

email: ksg.sharon@gmail.com 

mailto:ksg.sharon@gmail.com
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The lambs are making good weight and the first few have already been 
sold. Joints of Stockenden lamb can be bought from Larratts Butchers in 
Westerham and Tunbridge Wells or I can deliver whole or half lambs 
butchered by Allmans in Edenbridge directly to customers. Home grown 
chickens can also be delivered. Do get in touch with me directly using the 
number below if you are interested. 

Weather aside, the farming cycle is taking place within a very challenging 
and volatile environment. Rising gas prices at the end of 2021 led to the 
permanent closure of the CF Fertiliser Plant in Cheshire with the prospect 
of less fertiliser availability and increased costs moving forward. I worked 
with my agronomist to purchase fertiliser early to take advantage of 2021 
prices and I am very glad that I did, as who could have foreseen the 
terrible Russian invasion of Ukraine? This has directly influenced many 
more input costs on the Farm including fuel, animal feed as well as 
fertiliser costs which is now two to three times the price in 2021 – and 
that’s if you can get fertiliser! 

Like most farms, Stockenden Far has to operate within tight margins to 
balance financial outlay and it is especially prudent for all farmers to work 
to optimise their soil health. I use manure from my poultry and the local 
equine market to increase organic matter.  All my crops are drilled using a 
no till or direct drilling method now, which leads to an improved soil 
structure, to encourage earth worms and not disturb the soil. (Traditional 
ploughing can lead to a loss of carbon into the atmosphere and so 
contribute to greenhouse gases.)  Viewers of Countryfile will have realised 
how much science drives good farming practise these days and Stockenden 
Farm regularly tests its soil to optimise soil fertility. Along with a crop 
rotation, this helps to replenish nutrients, control weeds and reduce crop 
specific pest and disease problems. 

There are currently a lot of pressures on farmers, as we are at the heart of 
delivering many of the ambitions that the government holds, whether it is 
food production, environmental protection or reaching net zero. It came as 
no surprise that the recent ‘National Food Strategy’ was postponed to 
address the impact that the war in Ukraine could have on our fragile food 
system.  

From my perspective, it is about achieving the right balance of food 
security, creating biodiverse habitats which can successfully run alongside 
sustainable production together with protecting the UK’s role in the global 
food system. 

Tony Wilkins, Stockenden Farm 07785 523921
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alex jones 
funeral directors & monumental masons 

 

Renowned Caring Service  
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 

Home Visits Available 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest 
Monumental Masonry 

 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East | Oxted 

Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  

Surrey | RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street | Edenbridge 

Kent | TN8 5AD 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row  

East Sussex | RH18 5EZ 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

Ergonomically designed with your 
seating comfort and wellbeing at the 
forefront, Kickster and Drumback 
are manufactured by Viasit, the 
award-winning German office chair 
manufacturer.  
 
Both models are available within our 
free 5-day delivery programme from 
our UK stock.

For more information please  
see our website  

www.wfhchair.co.uk 

or give our Oxted office a call 
on 01883 734914.

WFH Chair is a division of 4D Office Furniture Ltd (based in Oxted for over 20 Years).

Office chairs for your home
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Our Chartmen’s Dinner this year will be on 
Tuesday, 25th October 2022, and the speaker will 
be Lord Phil Harris, who you may remember, 
couldn’t come last year because he had broken his 
ankle.   

Phil is a very good speaker and this year, more 
than ever, he will have a lot to say about his 
Academy Schools, and getting  children through 
exams. His schools have been particularly 
successful this year, but he may also talk a bit 
about horses, the Olympics and of course, carpets.  

The dinner will be held, as usual, at St. Andrew’s Hall, and you can reserve a 
place as soon as you like by telephoning (01883 652113) or emailing me at 
(dwickham@indimage.com). Starts at 7pm for drinks and we eat at 7.30.  Cost 
£30 including everything. And there’s a pull out reminder overleaf! 

David Wickham

FREE 

THOROUGHBRED 

HORSE MANURE 
with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings.  

Collect from Limpsfield Chart,  
by wheel barrow or trailer,  

and take it home.  
It’s the best food available  

for your garden. 
0777 1784322 

Chartmens’s Dinner
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED 

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

!

Chartfords Trees Ltd 

Tree Removal & Felling Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Work Shrub Pruning 

Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting 
Safety Work 

Logs & Woodchip 

t 
e 
w 

m 
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Under new management and now linked with the 
Wheatsheaf at Bough Beech, the staff at the Carpenters 
Arms offer you a warm welcome to our newly redecorated 
pub and restaurant. We have a new menu too and a great 
choice of wines, beers and lagers. As always walkers (with 
or without dogs) are very welcome as well as our loyal 
locals and lovely passers by.

Please see our website for more info: 
www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you.
Nick, Jo and the lovely team.

01883 722209

http://www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk/


29 www.olms.org.uk

Roderick Williams, baritone

Solem String Quartet

Dame Imogen Cooper, piano

Timothy Ridout, viola

Tickets £30, free for under 25s

Guy Johnston, cello

Beethoven, Vaughan Williams, Fauré,
Mendelssohn, Bartók, Franck and more
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Priest’s Letter
Dear Friends,  

So, we’re off to the moon again! Well, not you and I, but the first 
humans for fifty years! There’s something irresistible about exploring 
the universe. We now know roughly where it began, and when (to the 
nearest billion years, around thirteen!) The James Webb telescope is 
travelling further out into space, and back towards the origin of the 
expanding universe than any previous, already sending back stunning 
pictures of Uranus, far sharper than Hubble. 
  
Some travellers to a remote island found its inhabitants were  moon-
worshippers. They asked, ‘Why on earth do you worship the moon? If 
you worship anything, why don’t you worship the sun?’ They replied, 
‘Well it’s like this – the sun only shines by day when it’s light and we 
can see. The moon shines by night when it’s dark and we need it!’ 
Nearer to home, many in Britain today are like moon-worshippers, 
following their ‘stars’ in magazines. The bible’s comment is, ‘They 
worship the creature, rather than the Creator’. But the imaginary story 
illustrates how we can arrive at wrong conclusions with faultless logic, 
based on faulty and incomplete assumptions.  
  
That’s why some scientists reject, while others are led, to faith in God – 
both in the name of ‘science’. The humanist physicist Hermann Bondi, 
one-time Master of Churchill, Cambridge, used to joke about God 
applying for a grant from a scientific institution to study the Origins of 
Creation. It was declined on three grounds: there was no visible 
evidence he had done any work on the subject for a long time; no-one 
had been able to repeat his experiment; and no records had been 
published in any recognised scientific journal!  
  
Others have come to opposite conclusions, and I became a Christian 
believer while studying for a degree in theoretical physics. Our son-in-
law read astrophysics and became a Christian. While we tend to agree, 
it’s stimulating to engage with others, whether they do or don’t. If you’d 
like respond to this, do email me with your perspective, and we’ll see if 
we can get a conversation going. But have a happy time this autumn, 
following the trajectory of Webb and the moon rockets! 
  
As ever, Paul Perkin  
paul.perkin6@gmail.com 

mailto:paul.perkin6@gmail.com


31

07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church events 

Saturday 15 October      7pm     QUIZ NIGHT

     Tickets from Brenda Farrel 01883 715980

Saturday 12 November   7pm     ORGAN RECITAL

Saturday 19 November   12-2     CHRISTMAS MARKET,
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English Sparkling Wines

The Pinot Précoce grapes are just changing 
colour – veraison – in early August

  

It’s the July heatwave.  The lawn is parched and brown, some of the trees 
are shedding whole branches of dried out leaves and Luton Airport has 
closed for the day - even the heat couldn’t quite turn it into paradise!  But 
looking out of my study window and down the hill, I see rows and rows 
of bright green leaves, rippling in the breeze and making up for last year’s 
grey and damp summer.  It’s going to be a great year for English wines. 

Just ten years ago the English wine growers had a disastrous year with an 
average yield of just 5 Hectolitres per Hectare – the average yield in 
Champagne is 50 Hl/Ha, about 7,200 bottles.  When we moved into 
Greensands Place in 2014 there were about 550 vineyards in England and 
Wales – now there are over 800, and one of them is right here on the 
Chart.  In 2018, the average yield hit 45 Hl/Ha but in 2020 it was not 
much more than half of that.  As far as grape yields are concerned, it’s 
tough being an English winegrower, but there is no doubt that quality has 
improved in leaps and bounds. 

A few years ago, very few people would be able to name any English 
sparkling wines.  Now, Nyetimber Classic Cuvée is the ‘house’ sparkling 
wine at Wimbledon and Glyndebourne, and no-one complains because it’s 
very good (‘A delicious lemon brioche star’, Jane McQuitty, The Times).  
It has also taken the critical step of moving its Classic Cuvée to a multi-
year blend rather than a single vintage.  Over 90% of Champagne is NV – 
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES

Ltd

Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & 

Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk

01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818

PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
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Non-Vintage – a blend based on one year but with reserve wines of other 
years blended in to take out vintage variation and build a house style.  It 
takes years to build a bulk ‘library’ of these reserve wines for blending but 
other English sparkling wines will surely follow when they’re ready. 

Most English wine growers are now moving away from previous 
generations of cool-climate hybrid grapes to the traditional Champagne 
grapes, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier.  Unlike still wines, 
making sparkling wine does not need very ripe grapes – sufficient to 
ferment out to 10% is ideal because the second in-bottle fermentation adds 
another 1 ½ – 2% alcohol.  It’s more marginal for still wines, but with the 
right grapes in the right places, they are also coming on with a move away 
from hybrids to the classic grapes as the climate warms up, but this year 
there is some concern about lack of rain. 

Local retailers have a small selection of English wines and you can always 
visit the Squerryes winery in Westerham.  Here are a few more ways to 
enjoy the English sparkling wine experience with a vineyard visit. 

Definitely worth a day out, Rathfinny Estate is on the South Downs just 
past Alfriston.  They do vineyard visits and walks, a picnic hamper in the 
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vines and a top rate restaurant – The Tasting Room.  It was so good that 
my wife asked if we could bring the chef home with us!  We liked their 
sparkling rose and white still table wine, predominantly Pinot Blanc.  
You need to book.  www.rathfinnyestate.com  

Closer to home is the Bolney Estate down the M23.  A multiple award 
winner, they have a range of still and sparkling wines, tours, various 
tasting experiences including cheese and wine, and a café on site.  Check 
out your options at www.bolneywineestate.com  

Chapel Down at Tenterden is another great day out with walks and 
vineyard tastings.  Their Bacchus  and Kit’s Coty Chardonnay still wines 
have just won top Decanter Awards.  I was personally pleased because I 
bought their premium ‘Kit’s Coty’ Chardonnay for my club at what 
seemed an amazing price at the time – because it was so good.  
www.chapeldown.com  

And finally, Denbies at Dorking.  They have a huge variety of wines in 
various styles and this year, for the first time, they will make a still red 
because the sun has ripened the pinot noir grapes that would previously 
have gone to make a sparkling rose.  www.denbies.co.uk  

That’s all fine here in Surrey, Kent and Sussex, but down in Cornwall it’s 
different.  Bob Lindo, who owns Camel Valley Estate says, ‘Lack of rain 
has not been a problem and we’re anticipating plenty of grapes, 
reasonably ripe – a really good season.’  We met Bob on a wine tour in 
New Zealand.  A former RAF Jaguar pilot, one morning at breakfast we 
overheard a call from his son:  

‘Son – Harrods want to do a promotion next month.   

Bob – Aren’t we doing Fortnum’s then?   

Son – Yes.   

Bob - Well tell Harrods to pxxx off.’   

Clearly a winegrower with attitude! 

Colin Hall 

On the next page, we have an article by Kim Anderson, who is 
now harvesting the first, local  Limpsfield Chart ‘champagne’ 

http://www.rathfinnyestate.com/
http://www.bolneywineestate.com/
http://www.chapeldown.com/
http://www.denbies.co.uk/


36

Our Philosophy:  Caring, Honest, Open & Respectful
Since opening in 1986 we have been a leading provider of residential, respite and day care.

We are run by a highly professional team and supported by over 70 volunteers to provide 
residents with a full and active life within a secure and homely environment.

For information, please contact:
Pam Packham, House Manager

David Gresham House
2 Oak Close, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 0BA

Tel:  01883 715948
Email: info@davidgreshamhouse.co.uk 

Web: davidgreshamhouse.co.uk

Our Care Home was rated as:  
GOOD - April 2020

Registered Society 23568R – An Exempt Charity

  1

              Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

    Call: 07723 054863         

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE & SALES

  NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   WE DELIVER & COLLECT OUR UNIQUE E-BIKE TO YOUR LOCATION 

Airports | Events | School | Appointments | Shopping | Nights Out | All Day Excursions

● Female Drivers Available 
● Personalised Travel, pet friendly
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles
● Friendly & Professional 
● Great rates, cash/card payments, 24 hour, 7 days a week one rate (*subject to availability) 

● UK designed and built  
● Fat Tyres, Retro and super comfort for touring
● Pedal Assist System for motorised speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one charge
● Half | full day |2 or 3 day hire 
● Safety and security equipment, maps and route planning, charger upon request
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

Email: countryhireandgo@outlook.com
     www.countryhireandgo.com|

High Hanger vineyard makes its first vintage 
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Like any novice, I started this venture full of hope and optimism - when 
what I probably needed was a Masters in Viticulture from Plumpton 
College! 5 years on I have definitely answered the question I started with. 
How hard can it be? The answer is ‘very hard’ - one of the most physically 
demanding ventures I’ve had the pleasure and privilege of undertaking! 
 
My previous article for Chart News described how we started. Three  years 
of weekends clearing the land, how I then roped my long suffering 
husband into planting 1000 vines in one day, and then cajoling various of 
my children into helping water them as it was a drought year in 2017. Five 
years on we now have a viable and joyful vineyard, where I lose myself in 
the absorbing and rewarding tasks of growing grapes. A challenge is 
finding people to come and work in a small vineyard, so I still rely heavily 
on my family and friends to get stuck in, usually at short notice and 
inconvenient times.  I have, however, persuaded a fellow Chart resident to 
help me.  Andrew can be seen tackling many of the various tasks involved 
in keeping a vineyard healthy, from pruning in early March through 
spraying on my unreliable and aged tractor, to managing a burgeoning 
wasp population in August! His input has been invaluable, as has his 
enthusiasm and insight. My rows are neatly numbered, wasp traps 
endlessly emptied, grass mown….all thanks to his dedication and care. 
 
 The vineyard year starts when the vines ‘wake up’ in early March. Pruning 
is a specialist job where you select the canes that are going to produce your 
fruit for next year. As our vines are planted only a metre apart, we use the 
‘single guyot method’, selecting just one cane per vine, and a back up 
‘spur shoot’. All the rest of the ‘wood’ is pulled out, and, in our case, burnt 

Limpsfield Chart Sparkling Wine!
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
Registered Charity No. 262608 

www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk 
OPPOSITE  TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL 

CAKES - COLLECTABLES -  JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE  - 
BOOKS -  FANCY GOODS  

TEA AND COFFEE 
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of chairs, 
upholstery and seagrassing.  We also carry out a variety of repairs as well as 
being very handy with a needle and thread.  Our Men-in-Sheds club is ideal if 
you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of woodwork. The 
Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with 
breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas.  We are delighted to have visitors and 
we are always looking for new members, young and old alike.  Why not come 
and see what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call our Manager below 
and we will try to help. 

Manager: Liz Martin-Lawrence (01883 715189) 

Type to enter text
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to minimise the transfer of any fungal spores from last year. It takes a long 
time to do this, and much debate ensues over which canes to select.  
 
Having removed most of the vine, a couple of weeks later is the job of tying 
down the canes on the wire canopy….not as easy as it sounds as the canes are 
prone to snapping. You hope that the sap has risen sufficiently to make them 
pliable, but the many ‘bin liner’ bandages wrapped around various canes are a 
testimony to my being impatient with them. A slow sensitive almost Zen 
approach is vital! 
 
Our spray programme starts in early April when we hope to prevent any latent 
fungal infections developing in the buds. Soon after we begin our least 
favourite job - bud rubbing, removing all the buds which develop on the trunk 
of the vine. No matter how many you remove, how sore your back becomes, 
they always make more - it’s a fairly constant effort to keep all the nutrients 
flowing into the buds you have selected on the main cane. 
 
The most important time of year for sunshine is Wimbledon fortnight (and we 
all know what that can look like!) - which coincides with the vine flowering. 
As self-pollinators, they need warm dry conditions to ensure a good transfer 
of pollen and consequent grape set. Last year was not great - small bunches 
and lower yield as a result, this year looks so much better. The small grapes 
start developing - first like little peppercorns, and then swell as the season 
progresses. 
 
Jobs in the vineyard escalate from this point on and include leaf stripping - 
where you actually remove huge numbers of leaves to ensure good air flow 
around the developing bunches (to minimise risk of fungal infections) - 
spraying nutrients onto the leaves, or foliar feeding as it is called, strimming 
the weeds from under the canopy, as we prefer not to use weed killer, and 
‘tucking in’ where you try to persuade your madly growing vines to grow 
between the wires rather than horizontally!   
 
The UK climate is becoming better suited to producing wine and this has not 
been lost on commercial growers, including from France and other bastions of 
viticulture.  In the last five years the acreage under vine has increased by 70% 
in the UK.   That said, careful management is needed to optimise the health of 
grapes grown in our country.  At High Hanger vineyard, we have a perfect 
South facing free draining slope, 107-117 metres above sea level, on 
Greensand.   To further improve our vineyard site, this year we took some 
steps to improve air movement through the vineyard, and remove water from 
the lower slope. For example, we installed a further 7 land drains where the 
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Greensand meets the clay at the bottom of the hill. A job my husband 
loved, lying face down in the thick clay mud making the connectors work 
- it was February. Where else would he rather be? The vines in that part of 
the vineyard are now much drier and happier as a result. We also use an 
organic method to trap ‘Light Brown Apple moth’ with a pheromone 
based sticky pad - we always see hundreds of them, each with the 
potential to destroy the flower buds.
 
Into August, we start to see the Pinot Noir grape berries starting to turn red 
and the leaves likewise. This is the onset of ‘Veraison’, and at this point 
the sugar levels in the grapes start to rise. Last year we had our first 
harvest and started monitoring the sugar levels from mid-August with the 
aid of a wonderful device I bought off Amazon - a refractometer. You 
crush a random sample of berries and mix the juice in one sample. Then a 
few drops on the slide and you get a % reading of the sugar content of 
your grapes. Plotted on an old-fashioned piece of graph paper you can 
supposedly predict your harvest date. Last year, being the year of biblical 
rains in August, the graph was flat for ages, but I am extremely optimistic 
about this year. I have a vision of an exponential rise through to the 
magical number, 20%, which will yield a wine of 11-13% alcohol. In 
truth, I will be delighted if we get to 18% as this will be perfect for the 
High Hanger Wolf ‘champagne’.  
 
Our climate is well suited to producing sparkling wine grapes, which need 
a cool temperate climate, with a long growing season, all the better for 
developing the acidity needed to produce these wines.  The classic 
champagne grapes are Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunière and Chardonnay. At 
High Hanger Vineyard, we grow an early ripening Pinot varietal (Pinot 
Noir Precocce) and Chardonnay.   But I digress…back to the Vineyard.
 
We harvested the Pinot in mid-September last year, the Chardonnay three 
weeks later in early October.  The Pinot got to 18% sugar, but the 
Chardonnay never really made it over 13%. It was a balancing act 
between the botrytis, the wasps and the sugar levels. I persuaded my four 
children down from London, promising barbecues and lots of English 
Wine tastings. They were an enthusiastic crew, although, despite oft 
repeated ‘Mum’ warnings to be very careful with the snips, our son 
Cameron managed to snip his finger badly, necessitating a trip to 
Edenbridge hospital (my husband immediately volunteering to drive him, 
I wondered why a further 4 hours of grape picking was not more 
appealing!). 
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Our first harvest, last year, coincided with the worst year for UK 
vineyards in living memory. The wet weather and humidity in the early 
summer made perfect conditions for fungal infections to thrive and many 
UK producers simply abandoned their harvest.  At High Hanger 
vineyard, we use a variety of anti-fungal agents, as recommended by my 
viticulture consultant, to control downy and powdery mildews, and later 
in the season, botrytis.  With this we were able to salvage a reasonable 
harvest, which given the challenges of that year we were delighted with.
 
Our wine is made in Wateringbury at Redhill Winery, a contract wine 
maker. Henry Boorman is happy to take small quantities as he has several 
small fermenting tanks. He has a great can-do attitude, and employs a 
talented winemaker called Sam who is beginning to make a real name for 
himself on the English Wine scene. 
 
The grape crates fitted into the back of the Discovery (2 runs) (a big 
thank-you to Henry at Squerryes who loaned me his picking crates) and 
the grapes were duly pressed to produce 400 bottles of sparkling wine; 
200 rose, and 200 white. As I write, the wine, now in the champagne 
bottles, having undergone its secondary fermentation, is now maturing on 
the lees to develop the ‘brioche’ and apple flavours we all recognise in a 
good champagne. 
 
This year in stark contrast to last, the weather conditions have been near 
perfect. If you walk along the public footpath beside Chartlands Farm 
and look up the hill, you will see a sea of green vines, surrounded by the 
yellow fields where the grass has struggled this year in the heat. Vines do 
not need a lot of water, and we are fortunate to be right on the Trevereux 
Hill spring line. Vines have a very long tap root, and when the vine is 
stressed, it can grow down to the water table seeking the water and 
nutrients is needs. 
 
I have every faith that Sam the winemaker, who has previously made 
wines for Simpsons, will make us wonderful sparkling wines - he is a 
perfectionist, and even travelled to Epernay this year to procure some 
more lively champagne yeast for our wine. We tasted it from the tanks in 
January of this year, and he pronounced it a ‘good base wine’. I believe it 
will travel far on its maturation journey! I feel that I have learnt so much 
this year, and have been fortunate to have some knowledgeable friends 
always willing to advise. So far this year it is looking good, and I think 
we will at least double our output. I am optimistic that High Hanger Wolf 
wines from Limpsfield Chart will be making an appearance in the very 
near future.  

Kim Anderson
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TREE SURGERY
Professional Tree Care Service

Fully Qualifi ed & Insured Team
 Felling and Stump Removal
 Storm Damage Cleanups
 Crown Thinning, Lifting and Reduction
 Hedgecutting

Get in Touch for Free Consultation and Advice
T: 01342 851 385 M: 07808 645 800
W: www.katsuragardens.co.uk
E: philip@katsuragardens.co.uk
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Advert  

look better 

in  

COLOUR 
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sathoughton@aol.com 
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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and December. 
600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the Chart, and copies 
are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church, The Memorial Stores and 
elsewhere. We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please email them to 
dwickham@indimage.com or ring 01883 652113. 

Publishing Dates 2021/22 
   Copy Date           Publishing Date 
               Winter   30th November             10th December 
              Spring   16th March 2023           23rd March 2023 
 Summer     1st June  2023            6th June 2023 
 Autumn                  4th September              19th September 
Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £110, colour £125;  Inside cover £125;  Back cover £140;  ½ page £60, colour £70;  ¼ page 
£35. Enquiries to Sarah Houghton on 01883 713960 or email: sathoughton@aol.com Please 
mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

mailto:sathoughton@aol.com
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For those of you, like me, able to remember seeing Gene Hackman in that 
great 1971 film I have to disappoint you. This is not an article about the 
exploits of Jimmy “Popeye” Doyle et al although I’d recommend you give 
the film another go. I’m sure it’s streaming on a channel accessible to a hub 
near you. This is, dear reader, an article about Saint-Valery-sur-Somme. And 
before you mentally ask the question, no, I’ve not been paid by the French 
tourist board to write it.

I spent the half term week there, not for the first time by the way, but this 
time felt compelled to write about.

So, to get to the point, at last you’re thinking, the French connection is 
twofold. First, William of Normandy set sail from St Valery before 
defeating Harold and the rest is history, as they say. Second Edward VII 
made Saint Valery his go to place from 1915 to 1930. At first, he used it as 
his base when he came over to review the troops that were led by donkeys 
during WWI. He liked it so much he continued to visit regularly after the 
war was over. Perhaps that’s why it still welcomes the British.

Here are 10 things, not in any order, about Saint Valery that may persuade 
you to give it a whirl if you find yourself looking for some Continental R 
and R.  

1. It’s very accessible, you can be there in an hour and a half from Calais 
and you’ll find a small gem of a town sitting on the edge of the 
magnificent bay of the Somme. 

The French Connection
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2. Anyone who loves a heritage railway will be in heaven. The steam trains 
of the Chemin de Fer de la Baie de Somme puff around the bay to Le 
Crotoy on the other side – a lovely town to grockle around with plenty of 
places to eat and a pebbly beach to boot. 

3. There’s a cycle network that enables the vast area surrounding the bay to 
be explored without having to share the roads with cars.  

4. It’s a bird lovers paradise. The bay is surrounded by reserves which are 
ideal for watching birds and other wildlife. It’s a stopover place for 
migrating birds as well as having its own resident birdlife.  

5. If you’re a history buff you might take a visit to the visitor centre at 
Crécy-en-Ponthieu, a 30-minute drive away. The battle of Cressy (as we 
English called it) was where Edward III snatched victory from the jaws of 
defeat.  

6. You can take a hike across the bay in the company of a guide, of course. 
The countryside and wildlife is fantastic but the tides and sand banks can 
be treacherous to the uninitiated.

7. The abbey of Valloires and its beautiful garden is worth a visit for those 
that love formal gardens. It’s only 35 minutes away and is set in the 
lovely valley of the Authie.

8. Just hang out in the town itself. I’ve never heard so much birdsong in a 
town setting. There’s a lovely boardwalk, part of a long estuary side 
promenade. Sit and take in the views across the bay. Look out for seals 
that venture in at high tide. Stroll around the medieval old town and take 
in the architecture.  

9. Take a short drive to a nearby promontory and go seal watching. For 5 
hours either side of low tide they can be found basking on the sandbanks. 

10.Visit the Herbarium in the medieval old town. Now this is a very special 
place to spend an hour. Formerly and Abbey garden that eventually 
became derelict it was rescued from oblivion in the 1990’s. It’s open May 
to October every day except Monday. 

11. So, if I’ve whetted your appetite for a French Connection of your own, 
I’m very pleased. I won’t get paid for it so there’s no need to mention me 
by name in any feedback you give should you make the trip. But if you do 
visit the town, I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.

David Claridge
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0.89% (+Vat) 

Standard fee

We accompany 

EVERY viewing

We include the BEST 

professional photography

Open 8am-8pm 

7 days a week

Nothing to pay until the 

sale completes

We advertise on 35+ websites 

including Rightmove, Prime 

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge 
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

OXTED & CATERHAM

01883 460373
SEVENOAKS

01732 617212
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 300945

Does your local estate 

agent do all of this?

platformproperty.co.uk enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk

Type to enter text
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THIS AUTUMN
LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

  EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERY*

GREAT 
SAVINGS

IN-STORE
TODAY

 *T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
tseW daoR noitatS 6   , detxO .  PE9 8HR

:leT 445517 38810    :liamE  
 ku.oc.lacirtceledetxo@selas

• Post Office 
• Fresh Produce 
• Groceries  
• Newsagent  
• Sta<onery  
• Household supplies

Your LOCAL Community Shop 
(established in 2000 by local residents) 

Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a volunteer 
or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and support us.  

Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm  Post Office 9.am - 5pm (closed 1-2 ) 
Saturday:  8.30am – 12.30pm   Post Occie 9am - 12.30pm 
Sunday:  8.00 am  - 12.00 pm   Post Office closed 

Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsfield stores.co.uk
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Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE

M &M WALKER 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ARTEXING & PLASTERING 

PLUMBING   ●    HEATING 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

Tel 01732 863155 



Golf, and the exception the rule 
Golf doesn’t have to be the misconception many think it to be. We’d rather use 
the term “exception”. Especially when it comes to the ’rule’ often associated with 
a golf club. 

“It takes four hours to play 18 holes.” It doesn’t have to. The Chart is a 135 
year-old nine hole course where you can play the nine, or play seven or even just 
play two. Members to do just that and our online booking system makes it even 
easier.

“I won’t get in because I don’t have a handicap.” Not true. We welcome 
beginners. We have practice facilities, we have a very patient professional and we 
have games organised specifically for them. The “Fledglings” play together at 
least once a week and often twice in the summer. The group help each other 
along with the assistance of an experienced member and guides them round. It’s a 
mixed group, but you can take part in one of our “Tee to Tea” events hosted by 
our professional for lady golfers of all levels.


 “I’m getting on a bit and not overly mobile.” Not at problem. We have a flat 
course and an easy walk. And we allow members to use their own single seater 
buggies and even have them for hire. Plus, we have an active ‘Vets’ section which 
plays matches against other clubs both home and away.   

“I don’t want to play at weekends.” You don’t have to. We have a thriving group 
of midweekers who take part in roll-ups, regular competitions and mixed 

“I don’t know anybody there. “ You will - after about 30 seconds. We pride 
ourselves on our friendliness. We have an oak-panelled bar where you can enjoy 
a drink and a snack, or a meal, a sunny courtyard and guaranteed warm welcome.  

“I have other commitments which don’t allow me to play regularly.” We are 
well aware that life can get busy. We have membership categories designed to 
suit your needs and your pocket! We believe that golf should be about the 
opportunity rather than the ability, We can accommodate you. 

“I’m not good enough to join a club.”  Rubbish! If you want to play golf, we’d 
like you to play golf, but in particular we’d like to you play your golf at 
Limpsfield Chart Golf Club. Our handicaps range from 6 to 36 plus and everyone 
plays! And more importantly, we play together! 

G i v e u s a c a l l o n 0 1 8 8 3 7 2 3 4 0 5 o r v i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t 
www.limpsfieldchartgolf.co.uk and find out why Limpsfield Chart Golf Club is 
the exception to the rule. 

Phil Trainer,  Chairman, Limps field Chart Golf Club 

http://www.limpsfieldchartgolf.co.uk/
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and 
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 

low Self-Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness, 
Infertility, 

Miscarriage, Stress 

For further information  
without commitment 

07507 602744 

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre  
01883 717277 

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com 

R S Geal

Painting & Decorating


Interior & Exterior


38 years Experience


Fully Insured


Free Estimates


Tel: 01883 626802

          07860 140311

GuBers 
Cleaned 
Unblocked 
Repaired 
References available 
Call John Mully 
Te: 01883 716245 
Mob: 07711747640

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
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 The Insects in my Garden 
 We all know how important bees are to life on earth. Bees are a bit like a 
poster image - easy to focus on and like. Bees represent the acceptable end of 
the insect spectrum, along with butterflies. We are happy to encourage bees in 
our gardens by planting their favourite flowers – anything scented, often with 
single or funnel shaped flowers- honeysuckle, foxgloves, penstemons and 
many of our favourite herbs are all much appreciated by bees. Diversity is 
important – plant variety and try to cover the seasons – winter is just as 
important as spring and summer when pollinating plants may be fewer. What, 
however, about the less attractive creatures, creepy crawlies, be they beetles, 
weevils, spiders, wasps, and sap suckers, worms or earwigs.  We don't like 
them and we don't want them. 
  
They are not talked about in a positive context, and yet, most should be 
present in a healthy ecology.  Many are in decline as bees are, due to our 
insistence on calling most insects 'pests', because they eat the foliage of plants 
or attack plants and prevent us from growing with success.  For years, I too, 
have waged war on various insects, aphids, thrips, box leaf caterpillar, slugs, 
snails, vine weevils, red spider mite, mealy bug to name a few. We have 
developed a wealth of noxious substances to deal with the problem and been 
successful in bringing some insects close to extinction.  Whenever I have 
used pesticides, I have done so with reluctance, knowing that I may well be 
killing beneficial insects along with those I didn't want. Insects are possibly 
the most successful lifeform on planet earth, however I can remember when 
they were more plentiful and the car windscreen needed clearing of insects.  
Not now. 

There are fewer pesticides on our shelves, thankfully, so fewer harmful 
substances in our drinking water, hopefully. We are probably putting plenty of 
toxins in our water with whatever cleaning products we use, but I digress. 
While farmers and scientists grapple with the challenge of feeding the world 
without these ‘-cides', I prefer to focus on the impact we as individuals could 
have, should we choose to tolerate some of the insects in our garden, and to 
allow nature return to some sort of balance, because pesticides really are not 
the answer to our problems. What has brought about this change of heart?  It 
is reading a book by David Goulson, professor of Biological sciences at 
Sussex University, which opens one's eyes to the realities of pesticide and 
herbicide use.  For example, inside all of us, there is some of the herbicide 
Roundup. Yes, that's right – it has been found in our urine. Residues of the 
pesticides we use also find their way into all pollinating insects via the sprays 
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Daisy Chain Large from the Layla Faye wallpaper collection

and the very best in free advice

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper
and the very best in free advice

O P E N  TO  T H E  T R A D E  A N D  P U B L I C  S I N C E  1 9 0 4

YOUR FIRST PURCHASE
Pick up a Brewers Card in-store  
or register for one online

Over 170 stores nationwide. Visit your local branch in Redhill

growers use to keep plants aesthetically clean and acceptable to humans. 
Insects are not able to avoid contamination delivered in this way. 
Yet rather like the unimpaired fruit and vegetables we prefer to buy, we 
also do not want to buy plants that look eaten or spoiled by insects or 
fungal problems. Therefore, we are buying plants that have been sprayed 
to deter insects and fungal problems.   
There is so much information in this book – each chapter starts with a 
recipe, and the headings such as Earwigs in my Orchard, The Toxic 
Cocktail, Dive into the Pond, Garden Invaders, The Cycle of Life, all 
draw on David Goulson's extensive knowledge and provide plenty of 
facts and figures which are alarming and even depressing, but also 
good ideas for gardening to save the planet. 
'The Garden Jungle' is the title of the book, first published 2019.  It's a 
fascinating read by a man on a campaign to change our attitude to 
insects and the way we manage our own gardens. 
It seems a timely message in a year when the impact of climate change is 
coming home to us more forcibly. 
  
Emily Tawse 
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The Chart InterviewThe Chart Interview

Chris Brewer, MBE
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The YMCA or ‘Young Men’s Christian Association’ is one of those charities 
with whose name we are all familiar but are maybe not sure what exactly it 
does. It was founded in 1860, a product of the twin imperatives of Victorian 
Christianity and social responsibility, but it could be said now that it is neither 
young nor exclusively male, Christian only in ethos, and not even an 
association. Nevertheless, its sense of social responsibility is as great as ever. 
YMCA East Surrey, based in Redhill, is one of many around the country but 
its 130 employees, and many voluntary helpers, carry out an astonishing range 
of services to the local community including childcare and family services, 
emotional wellbeing, supported accommodation, and disability services. In 
2020, for instance, among other initiatives, they provided 18,000 nights of 
accommodation for vulnerable young people, 10,000 hours of short break care 
to young people with disabilities and raised over £100,000 from sponsored 
challenges to supplement the grants received from charities and local and 
central government. It is also the charity with which Chris Brewer has been 
associated for most of his adult life and for which he has recently been 
honoured with the MBE for services to YMCA East Surrey as Trustee, 
Chairman and now Patron. 

Chris Brewer came to live on the Chart in 1975, with Priscilla, settling in 
Ballard’s Lane. He was born in Reigate in 1936 and has many memories of 
wartime years, including the Battle of Britain overhead and Canadian tank 
regiments stationed there. After boarding at Charterhouse, he did his national 
service in the RAF, mainly in Singapore during the Malayan Emergency of the 
1950s, and then went into the family paint firm which bears his name. 

‘Brewers’ has a long and distinguished history, beginning in Eastbourne in 
1904 when his grandfather opened the first store, selling mainly wallpapers. 
Paint was not then sold ready-mixed, its use mainly for windows and doors, 
and not until the 1920s did ready-mixed paints begin to grow in popularity. By 
this time Chris’s father had moved to East Surrey to re-open a store in Redhill 
after the First World War and settled in Seale Hill, Reigate, where he was a 
champion tennis player and became a trustee of the YMCA, helping it to buy 
premises in Reigate. In 1945 Brewers had seven branches around the south-
east but expanded in the post-war re-building boom and now has nearly 200 
stores, the furthest north at Alnwick in Northumberland. The paints were 
originally produced by Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI) at Slough, and 



other British manufacturers, but Chris sadly reflects that whereas in 1945 
there were about 600 paint and varnish manufacturers in Britain, now there 
are very few British-owned. It is a business still controlled by the wider 
Brewer family, Chris himself becoming Chairman in 1993 until he retired 
in 2004 and his two sons, Simon and Charles, are respectively Chief 
Executive and Chief Financial Officer of the company today. 

Chris plays golf at Tandridge and sings in the choir at St. Peter’s, 
encouraged to do so by his prep school friend, Ronald Bawtree, former 
head of Hazelwood. He was also appointed as a Deputy Lieutenant in 
Surrey between 2006 and 2011. His most compelling and fulfilling work, 
however, is running his own family’s charitable trust, which has given 
large support to YMCA East Surrey and contributed significant funds and 
assistance to charitable work in Britain, Africa and Ukraine. The biggest 
decision for the YMCA East Surrey, of which Chris was then in the 1980s 
himself a trustee, was the purchase of a new site at the former Royal 
Earlswood Hospital where the Sports and Community Centre is now based 
and from which most of the services are provided. The family trust has 
also supported Disability Challengers, a Guildford charity providing short 
break respite care for disabled children, a template which has been taken to 
African countries like Gambia and Kenya, and similarly supported. The 
Ukraine venture arose through contact with a paediatrician in Chernyhiv to 
help children disabled by the Chernobyl radiation fall-out, and this 
continues despite the ongoing conflict. Chris visited Chernyhiv each year 
before the pandemic and this commitment to Ukraine has absorbed over 
the past few years much of his time. 

From its humble beginnings in Eastbourne, ‘Brewers’ has become a 
familiar name in many towns, providing Chris and his family with the 
wherewithal to satisfy those urges of philanthropy and social responsibility 
which characterised the Victorian age, and which first led his father in 
1910 to support the YMCA after staying at one of their holiday camps 
above Beachy Head. YMCA has become more familiar to a younger 
generation in the words of the 1970s song by Village People. Chris may or 
may not have been belting out its chorus line in that decade and beyond, 
but he has certainly followed its lyrics in his own life: ‘Young man, there’s 
a place you can go…it’s fun to stay at the YMCA’. 

David Walsh 
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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OXTED, SURREY

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic 
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the 
fine family portraits, furniture, a 
beautiful collection of porcelain and 
a marvellous set of four Canaletto 
pictures of Venice. After visiting the 
mansion house and grounds, why 
not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available. 

Open season: 15th May to 22nd Sept 2021 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 23rd May, 20th June,  
18th July, 15th August
Info Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org 

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions




